
 

 
2020 Carolinas Regional Convivium 

 

Call For Papers 
 
 
Dates:January 3-4, 2020 
 
Conference Theme:“Literature in the Service of Christian Wisdom” 
 
Keynote Speaker: Donald Williams, PhD.  
 
Location: Davenant House, Landrum, SC 

 
This regional Davenant Institute event will focus on literature. The theme is 

“Literature in the Service of Christian Wisdom.” We aim to examine and discuss various 
ways that literature both secular and religious has been used to promote Christian 
wisdom. For those wanting an introduction to The Davenant Institute’s emphasis on 
wisdom this short essay by Brad Littlejohn is a good start – ‘Three Cheers for Wisdom.’ 
President Littlejohn observes that “many of the words of wisdom found in Proverbs itself 
echo similar aphorisms found in extra-Biblical literature.”  

This accords with Scripture and the Reformed creeds we affirm. As The Belgic 
Confession states, “God makes himself known to us more clearly by his holy and divine 
Word, as much as we need in this life, for God's glory and for our salvation.” The sacred 
Scriptures are for the cosmos the purest and ultimate source of truth and wisdom. Yet, as 
atheist Carl Sagan observed “What an astonishing thing a book is… Writing is perhaps 
the greatest of human inventions, binding together people who never knew each other, 
citizens of distant epochs. Books break the shackles of time” (Cosmos, 1980).  

Books can also break the shackles of ignorance, prejudice and lack of insight. 
Often Scripture and great literature together can free us and lead us into the light of 
wisdom. This is in part what Mortimer Adler called the “Great Conversation.” At the 
2020 Carolinas Regional Convivium we look forward to entering this great conversation. 
We invite others to present papers in keeping with the theme of this conference. Below 
are guidelines for topics and proposals. We value your presence at this event and 
anticipate many engaging contributions to the discussions at Davenant House.  

 
Deadline to submit abstract/proposal: November 29, 2019 (midnight) 
 
Word length of abstract/proposal: approx. 200 words 
 
Submit to Mark Olivero: molivero1017@gmail.com  
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Please submit your abstract/proposal to Mark Olivero by email. After the November 29th 

cut off, the papers committee will review each one. We will reply in a timely 
manner to all as to the committee’s decision. If approved, each author should plan 
the paper’s length to allow for a 25 minute presentation followed by a 10 minute 
Q&A. For this convivium the presentation times will be shorter than in the past to 
allow room for more participants. 
  

Suggestions for topics under the theme, “Literature in Service of Christian Wisdom”: 
 

How does extra-biblical literature demonstrate (not only prove) its worth as a source of 
Natural Theology? 

 
How has a given genre of world literature been used effectively to teach some aspect(s) 

of Christian wisdom? 
 
What author(s) have a good working command of Scripture and literature in general and 

how have he/she/they used that skill to bring wisdom to the Church? 
 
What writings of C. S. Lewis confront the “wisdom of the world” and also provide the 

antidote of pursuing true wisdom from God? 
 
Given the Bible has its wisdom books, what wisdom books from extra-biblical literature, 

secular or religious, complement those in the Bible? 
 
What categories or topics are missing from recent trends in publishing which are needed 

for living as a healthy soul before God and others? 
 
Contrast fiction or non-fiction Protestant authors’ use of wisdom themes with how their 

counterparts in other branches of Christianity use those themes. 
 
What has children’s literature done well in promoting Christian wisdom and how can it 

improve in the future?  
 
In what ways can new authors from a Reformed perspective use their creativity and skill 

to present to their audience enduring lessons of Christian wisdom?  
 
Thank you for your interest in The Davenant Institute. Our resources are growing. The 
network of scholars available through The Davenant Institute is expanding. Let us know 
how we help you achieve what God has set before you.  
 
Mark Olivero 
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